INTRIGUES

within the government an influence corresponding to its
importance, thus, as it were, creating a constitutional
majority ministry. In our country the King was actually
and undeniably, according to the wording of our Constitu-
tion, President of the ministry, and Bennigsen, if he tried
as minister to keep on the path designated, would soon
have to choose between the King and his party. He
must realise that if I succeeded in obtaining his appoint-
ment, this would give him and his party a powerful handle
for strengthening and widening their influence; he need
but recall the example of Roon, who entered Auerswald's
Liberal ministry as the only Conservative, and became the
point of crystallisation around which it was transformed
into a Conservative ministry. He must not ask the im-
possible of me; I knew the King and the limits of my in-
fluence well enough; parties were tolerably indifferent
to me, in fact altogether indifferent, if I excepted the
avowed and unavowed Republicans, who terminated to the
Right in the Progressive party. My aim was the strength-
ening of our national safety; the nation would have time
enough for its internal development when once its unity,
and with it its outward security, was consolidated. At
present the National Liberal party was the strongest ele-
ment on the parliamentary domain for the attainment of
this last object. The Conservative party, to which I had
belonged in parliament, had attained all the geographical
extension of which, in the present condition of the popu-
lation, it was capable, and had not sufficient elements of
growth to transform it into a national majority. Its
natural occurrence and abiding-place were limited in our
new provinces; in the west and south of Germany it had
not the same substratum as in old Prussia; in Hanover,

199